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propulsion equipment on the tanker
and escort vessels;

(3) The relative positioning and reac-
tion time for the escort vessels to move
into assist positions, including, if ap-
propriate, pre-tethering the escort ves-
sels at crucial points along the route;

(4) The preparations required on the
tanker and escort vessels, and the
methods employed in making an emer-
gency towline connection, including
stationing of deck crews, preparation
of messenger lines, bridles, and other
towing gear, and energizing appro-
priate deck equipment;

(5) The manner in which an emer-
gency towline connection would be
made (which escort vessel will respond,
how messengers and towlines will be
passed, etc.);

(6) Other relevant information pro-
vided by the tanker master, pilot or es-
cort vessel masters.
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AUTHORITY: Section 313, Pub. L. 105–383, 112
Stat. 3411, 3424, 33 U.S.C. 1230(d).

SOURCE: USCG–1999–5525, 64 FR 29234, June
1, 1999, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General
§ 169.1 What is the purpose of this sub-

part?
This subpart prescribes the require-

ments for mandatory ship reporting
systems. Ship reporting systems are
used to provide, gather, or exchange in-
formation through radio reports. The
information is used to provide data for
many purposes including, but not lim-
ited to: navigation safety, environ-
mental protection, vessel traffic serv-
ices, search and rescue, weather fore-
casting and prevention of marine pollu-
tion.

§ 169.5 What terms are defined?
(a) Mandatory ship reporting system

means a ship reporting system that re-
quires the participation of specified
vessels or classes of vessels, and that is
established by a Government or Gov-
ernments after adoption of a proposed
system by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) as complying with
all requirements of regulation V/8–1 of
the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended
(SOLAS), except paragraph (e) thereof.

(b) Shore-based authority means the
government appointed office or offices
that will receive the reports made by
ships entering each of the mandatory
ship reporting systems. The office or
offices will be responsible for the man-
agement and coordination of the sys-
tem, interaction with participating
ships, and the safe and effective oper-
ation of the system. Such an authority
may or may not be an authority in
charge of a vessel traffic service.

§ 169.10 What geographic coordinates
are used?

Geographic coordinates expressed in
terms of latitude or longitude, or both,
are not intended for plotting on maps
or charts where the referenced hori-
zontal datum is the North American
Datum of 1983 (NAD 83), unless such ge-
ographic coordinates are expressly la-
beled NAD 83. Geographic coordinates
without the NAD 83 reference may be
plotted on maps or charts referenced to
NAD 83 only after application of the
appropriate corrections that are pub-
lished on the particular map or chart
being used.
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